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NOTICE OF ACTION PLAN PUBLICATION, AND PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED  
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Please see Consortium Appendix A (County section) for Consolidated Plan joint posting 

for Consortium and public comments on the Consolidated Plan, as well as public 

comments  from the Consortium Community Survey.  
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Public Comments to the City of Antioch 

 

Sept 24, 2019 Council Meeting: 

 

Alissa Friedman, Executive Director of Opportunity Junction thanked Council for supporting 

their administrative careers job training and placement program. Presented data about Jobs 

training program alumni currently living in Antioch, which have verified earnings of over $16 

million since 2010. Their success has made their families and our community stronger. New 

training is starting on Monday, gave information. Celebrating 20th anniversary next year. 

Candy Duperroir with Contra Costa Child Care Council thanked Council for funding for Child 

Care provider businesses in Antioch and spoke of their importance. 

Summary of April 15-20 Emails after sending out draft Action Plan (which includes 

funding notifications. ) 

Expressing their gratitude to Council for considering their applications were: 

- Alissa Friedman, Executive Director of Opportunity Junction thanked Council for supporting 

their administrative careers job training and placement program. Presented data about Jobs 

training program alumni currently living in Antioch, which have verified earnings of over 

$16 million since 2010. Their success has made their families and our community stronger.  

- Candy Duperroir with Contra Costa Child Care Council thanked Council for funding for Child 

Care provider businesses in Antioch and spoke of their importance. 

- Wells Brown from Rising Sun Center expressed gratitude to Council for considering their 

application in a letter.  

- Geneva Moss of the Contra Costa Library expressed their thanks in writing for consideration 

of funding a new HVAC system for the Antioch library. 

- Jo Kerner, ICCCC Winter Nights Shelter expressed their appreciation for consideration. 

- Jim Bouquin of Cancer Support Community expressed his thanks. 

- Susun Kim of Family Justice Center expressed thanks. 

- Verna Haas of Contra Costa Senior Legal Services expressed thanks. 

- John Eckstrom of SHELTER Inc. expressed thanks. 

- Rhonda James, STAND! For Families Free of Violence, expressed appreciation.  

- Debbie Toth, Choice in Aging sent her thanks and information about client needs. 

- Tom Tamura of Contra Costa Crisis Center expressed gratitude 
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See following emails and letters. 
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Alissa Friedman <alissa@opportunityjunction.org> 
Tue 4/14/2020 1:36 PM 

House, Teri 

Hi Teri, 
 
Thanks for this excellent news and for everything you're doing to marshall resources as 
effectively as possible. 
 
What we've been doing here at OJ is pivoting as hard as we can to virtual/remote/online. The 
ACT trainees have been doing classes online with Zoom, but we've had more attrition than we 
would like. We started the stay-home with 19 of them, and we're down to 14 (with the 
training phase ending at the end of this month). In some cases, it's the need to provide 
childcare and home-schooling that made them drop out. In others, while we provided laptops 
with webcams, they didn't have the Internet bandwidth and became frustrated. 
 
We're also having two staff members assist local residents (clients or not) apply for 
unemployment. Updated program status information, for all programs, is 
here: https://www.opportunityjunction.org/covid19 

COVID-19 INFO 
Opportunity Junction helps low-income Contra Costa residents gain the skills and 
confidence to get and keep jobs that support their families. 
www.opportunityjunction.org 

 
In terms of thinking more broadly about community needs, we have results from surveys of 
alumni and program participants, and I'm attaching two documents. The first is a PowerPoint 
with my data analyst's charts and conclusions, and the second are the text answers people 
gave (downloaded into Excel). These are surveys completed by 205 participants altogether 
(about 25% of those sent the link). I should mention that in addition to asking about needs, 
including food and housing, we asked them about their interest (and technical readiness) for 
online learning. 
 
In addition to threatening the health, homes, and food security of so many, this crisis has 
highlighted the difference between the digital haves and have-nots. I wish there were free, 
public, community-wide broadband wifi in Antioch, Pittsburg, and Bay Point. That would 
make it easier for low-income residents to find out where the food resources are, apply for 
unemployment, sign up for the stimulus (if they don't file taxes), connect their kids to the 
online classes, and find other help. I have no idea how much that costs, but it would be so 
helpful across so many realms. 
 
With best wishes, 
Alissa 

 

https://www.opportunityjunction.org/covid19
https://www.opportunityjunction.org/covid19
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