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August 30, 2021  
 
City of Antioch, Planning Department 
Zoe Merideth, Associate Planner  
PO Box 5007  
Antioch, CA 94531-5007 
 
Reference:   Laurel Ranch – Tract 8741 
                    Project Description: 
 
Regional and micro-climate conditions, solar orientation and soil conditions will be taken into 
account with regards to plant selection and placement. The plant palette provides many plants with 
varying growth habits, preferences and tolerances, so selection of just the right plant should not be 
difficult. A high percentage of plants selected will be drought tolerant and appropriate for the climate. 
This palette, along with a drip irrigation system will conserve water within the project. By specifying 
plants which require little to no pruning, the green waste will be reduced.  Plants selected will 
complement the architecture. Entryways and picture windows will be framed by specimen shrubs and 
nodes will have accent plantings. Plant species which enhance the architectural elevations shall be 
used. A diverse use of plant species will display various textures, forms, foliage color, and flowers; 
will create a beautiful landscape to contribute aesthetically to the surrounding neighborhoods. The 
trees have been selected to have non-invasive root systems, and placed with adequate setbacks to 
ensure no conflict with utilities and hardscape, or conflict with any site line distances.  Root barriers 
will be installed on all trees near paving and utilities. Where feasible, trees have been placed to 
mitigate solid building surfaces and fences. Taller shrubs will also be located at solid building 
surfaces and fences, while lower shrubs will be located where ground level windows and 
architectural features occur, and at corners to maintain site line distances. Leading into the main 
entrance of the project site will have monumentation flanking the entry street with the project name 
and a split-face masonry wall will line the perimeter along Laurel Road and eastern portion facing 
Highway 4 to reduce the noise pollution The project features a community park space that enhances 
circulation by providing opportunities for adults and children to traverse throughout the park. Play 
equipment and seating provide a family friendly space that allows its users to enjoy the outdoors. A 
passive green space with benches can be used by the community to meditate and enjoy the outdoors, 
while a trail staging area that connects to the adjacent future trail will provide pet waste stations to 
allow pet lovers to take their fury friends on trail walks. The irrigation system will use weather-based 
controllers to conserve the use of water. Spray irrigation will only occur at turf areas, and spray heads 
with low precipitation rates will be used to minimize runoff, erosion and overspray. The balance of 
the planting areas will be irrigated using drip irrigation methods. The trees will be on separate valves 
and will be irrigated with bubblers. Shrubs will be hydrozoned according to their water requirements 
and microclimates. 
 
I can be reached with questions or further comments by phone at (925) 938-7377, or by email at 
Annika@RipleyDesign.com. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Annika Carpenter 
Vice President 
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